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LIFE 


“And this ts the victory that hath over- 
come the world, even our fatth. And who 
zs he that overcometh the world, but he that 
belteveth that Jesus 2s the Son of God ?” 


—I John 5:4, 5. 
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“Not once or twice in our fair island-story 
The path of duty was the way to glory. 
He, that ever following her commands, 
On with toil of heart and knees and hands, 
Thro’ the long gorge to the far light has won 
His path upward, and prevail’d, 
Shall find the toppling crags of Duty scaled 
Are close upon the shining table-lands 
To which our God Himself is moon and sun.’’ 


Pirie PING OUALLTY 


INTRODUCTORY 


NE of the most expressive of 
recent works of art is the series 
of panels by Mr. Edwin A. 
Abbey, illustrating the quest of 

the Holy Grail by Sir Galahad. Begin- 

ning with the childhood nourished on the 
wonderful properties of the Grail, and 
passing onward through the successive 
steps of the vow, the test of the Seat 
Perilous, the departure of the knights 
upon the quest, the unhappy failure at the 
castle of Amphortas, the conflict with the 
seven deadly sins, and the final triumph, 
after long and perilous adventures, in the 
city of Sarras, this artistic portrayal of an 
old Anglo-Saxon tradition may well stand 
as the symbol of the victory of the faith 
which overcomes the world. Faith holds, 
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with love, the supreme place among the 
virtues. It is significant that Paul, the 
apostle of faith, reaches his highest utter- 
ance in his glorious psalm of love, while 
John, who is the apostle of love, gives 
forth his most exalted announcement in 
the words, “This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.” 


FAITH: THE RULING QUALITY 


I 
FAITH: THE RULING QUALITY 


N THESE words it is not alone 

"4 Ni the religious principle of faith 
to which reference is made, but 

faith as the ruling quality of 

life. That capacity of trust, the power to 
believe in things, to acquiesce in the view 
that the events of human life are not the 
products of chance but are rooted in 
eternal purposes, and that rightly ordered 
they cannot come to failure,—this faith 
faculty is the possession of all men. The 
apostle affirms that “God has granted to 
each man a measure of faith,’ which can- 
not imply the impartation of belief but 
rather the normal constitution of the soul 
with the capacity for trust. The develop- 
ment of this capacity becomes the task of 
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the well-ordered life, and the will to 
believe is within the reach of all. Faith 
at its best estate is confidence, trust, hope- 
fulness, optimism and the acceptance of 
the programme of life with the conscious- 
ness of its symmetry and ultimate com- 
pletion. 

The man of faith believes in himself, 
and this faith grows stronger as the 
nature matures under the influence of 
education and discipline. There is in 
every youthful life the recognition of im- 
maturity and a yearning for completion. 
The soul of youth is well described by 
Tennyson in that picture of the boy 
standing in his father’s doorway and look- 
ing at the distant lights of London thrown 
upon the overhanging clouds: 


And his spirit leaps within him to be gone 
before him then, 

Underneath the light he looks at, in among the 
throngs of men, 
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The exigencies of life bring new ele- 
ments of confidence in himself. His 
experiences prepare him to match himself 
with life, like one 

Who breaks his birth’s invidious bar 

And grasps the skirts of happy chance, 


And breasts the blows of circumstance, 
And grapples with his evil star. 


The man of faith believes in himself as 
one on the way toward that completion, 
which is the divine goal of his desire, the 
fair object of his quest. The completion 
of self, the filling-up of life in‘the passion 
for self-realization, not as an end, but as 
a means of service to others, is the pursuit 
of the man of faith. 

But there is also a faith in the nature of 
things which is akin to faith in oneself, 
and this faith in a well-ordered universe 
is the acquirement of years. It grows 
with increasing knowledge, if that knowl- 
edge be normal and competent. The 
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culture of the soul proceeds through suc-_ 
cessive steps to its completion. There is 
first the stage of omniscience. This is 
particularly characteristic of immature 
natures. A boy at a certain period of his 
growth feels that he knows everything. 
This sentiment is the result of his practi- 
cal mastery of the small world in which 
he lives, and partly the result of those 
encouragements to egotism which he has 
received from others. His parents never 
fail to remind him of his splendid oppor- 
tunities compared with theirs. He catches 
the spirit of the time, which is dominantly 
one of confidence, and he feels that the 
normal order is that the old should pass 
and the new be held of worth. Soon he 
becomes a practiced egotist. He believes 
in his omniscience. In a small boy this is 
a passing and tolerable characteristic. It 
is one of the unhappy facts of human ex- 
perience, however, that not all natures 
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emerge from this first step of culture. 
There are many instances of arrested de- 
velopment, in which one sees those hu- 
morous or pathetic examples of vanity 
and self-assurance which illustrate the 
type. Thereis the small philosopher who 
guesses at half and multiplies by two, 
whose wisdom, at least in his own judg- 
ment, would amply suffice for the settle- 
ment of all questions of state. There is 
the small dogmatist whose little system 
quite solves the mysteries of Providence 
and all the secrets of religion. From 
such examples of opinionated and arro- 
gant ignorance one may well pray to be 
delivered, for while they exhibit only the 
first stage of culture, they exert a pro- 
founder and perhaps more baneful influ- 
ence upon human progress than any other 
class. 

The second group, occupying the next 
level of growth, are those who know 
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nothing, or at least are committed to the 
theory that nothing can be known. The 
emergence from the first stage to this is 
usually by way of some disquieting dis- 
covery of ignorance which destroys the 
calm self-assurance formerly possessed, 
and brings the consciousness of humbling 
lack. The boy has problems which he 
cannot solve. His quick nature is likely 
to carry far in the belief that what is 
impossible to him is equally so to others. 
Young natures are not usually negative 
or pessimistic, and it is not in the normal 
order of things that a young man should 
linger in this stage of self-depreciation. 
There are, however, instances not a few 
in which men remain in this half-way 
period, and become chronic doubters. 
These are they who have no faith in their 
fellow-men. To them every man has his 
price. Politics is but the pursuit of selfish 
ambition, social activities are only osten- 
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tatious means of self-advertisement, busi- 
ness is utterly corrupt, and no one is 
likely to refuse to injure his neighbor if it 
results in his own success. Religion is 
only the twilight of wilful and self-induced 
delusion. God, if such there be, cannot 
be known of man. Skepticism and 
agnosticism flourish in this atmosphere, 
for a man in the second stage not only 
disbelieves in his own knowledge but 
doubts the faith of all other men. It is 
not by such that the world’s work is done. 
It takes more robust and positive convic- 
tion to master circumstances. The man 
who accomplishes things is the man of 
faith. Happily it is characteristic of life 
that it outgrows this negative and hinder- 
ing mood, as it outgrew the earlier 
thoughtless and extravagant one. It is 
probable that in a healthy nature the 
period of doubt and denial is only short, 
and soon gives way to larger views. 
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The third stage of culture is reached 
when one begins slowly to perceive that 
there are some things which may be 
known. A normal nature does not long 
pause in the region of doubt. Where 
growth has its way negation and pessimism 
cannot long abide. For soon the boy 
who thought it a mark of smartness to 
profess disbelief perceives that this is but 
a shallow view of things, and that there 
are many elements of absolute knowledge 
which are matters of daily experience 
with him. The love which safeguards 
and comforts his life, the realities of 
home experience and the assurance of 
the regular way of the world, which may 
be depended upon with almost unvarying 
certainty, lead him gradually to a firmer 
and ampler ground. Faith begins to have 
its perfect work. No longer does a fool- 
ish omniscience or a shallow denial hold 
sway. There are some mountain-peaks 
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on the horizon of life which may be 
reckoned as realities, and on these faith 
takes hold. All that is now necessary is 
the normal growth, which brings at last 
maturity and confidence, and the final 
stage of culture is that in which one 
recognizes his own limitations and is con- 
tent to confess that he cannot know all 
things, but is on the other hand assured 
that some things are certain, and that the 
some things which are within the range of 
competent knowledge are enough for life 
and holiness. When life has matured 
through these experiences of self-assur- 
ance, denial, confidence and _ sufficiency, 
culture has at last reached its true level, 
and whatever else be added in the future 
only increases the content of faith. 
Every nature that arrives at the goal of 
adequate assurance comes through these 
stages. Some of them may be brief, but 
all appear. Self-assurance seems humor- 
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ous, if not pathetic in others, but it isa 
normal experience. Doubt has also its 
place, for no true faith is possible except 
through questioning and denial. The 
man who claims that he never doubted 
has really never believed. His faith is 
only a matter of the acceptance of the 
views of others, and is in danger of van- 
ishing at the first assault. To know some 
things which have come out of the real 
experiences of life, and to have these 
some things grow.in number with the dis- 
cipline of years, is to know the secret of 
growing and adequate culture. 
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THE SECRET OF POWER 


HE men of faith are men of 
power, and all men of definite 
and notable achievement have 
been men of faith. Abraham, 

leaving with his clan the rich civilizations 
of the Euphrates valley to find in the 
western coast-regions of Canaan a new 
home and a new religious atmosphere, is 
the example far excellence of faith. To 
go out, not knowing whither one goes, 
trusting only to that divine order which 
promises better things ahead, to behold 
the invisible realities of life as though they 
appeared, this is faith, and such was the 
faith of Abraham. Alfred, gathering his 
people and training them for successful 
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resistance against the invading Danes, 
retreating to the swamps in times of over- 
throw and peril, wandering in disguises and 
following lonely and obscure by-paths 
when in danger, but ever keeping in his 
mind the ideal of an England yet to be, is 
the embodiment of faith. Columbus, 
urged on by adream that seemed never to 
come to realization, wandering from court 
to court with only the poor competence of 
unquenched enthusiasm and undiminished 
courage that like Milton would 
not bate a jot 

Of heart or hope, but still bore up and steered 
Right onward, 

until at last his hopes coined them- 
selves into royal treasure and his dream 
came true, takes his place in the glorious 
company of men of faith. And what 
shall one say more? For time would fail to 
tell of Savonarola, and Cromwell, and 
Washington, and Lincoln, and Gladstone, 
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who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
from weakness were made strong, turned 
to flight armies of enemies. These and 
other lives of this glorious kind are 
enough to prove against all denial that 
faith is the victory that overcomes the 
world. 

Because of the fact that faith is so gen- 
erally given a wholly religious value in 
our vocabulary it has been worth while to 
emphasize its possibilities in other direc- 
tions, and to show that it is the essential 
principle of success in all enterprises, 
bringing the power of achievement into 
any life. At the same time it must be 
understood that, while it is possible for a 
man to have faith in himself and his fel- 
low-men, in the onward moving order of 
things and in the expectation that the 
best is yet to come, after all the root of 
this confidence is an abiding faith in God. 
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That assurance in virtue of which a man 
believes in himself and in the world-order 
is grounded in his confidence in God. The 
men whose faith has been conspicuous in 
their lives have been men who believed 
fundamentally in God and the divine pro- 
gramme for human life. The man of 
faith finds in the Highest the satisfaction 
of his own greatest needs, and in the 
Word of God the record of that self-dis- 
closure which is the assurance that God 
has lived in terms of flesh and blood, and 
through holy men, and most of all 
through our Lord, has declared his will 
and revealed the method by which we too 
may enter into the fulness of life. Faith 
is the quality by which these most impor- 
tant facts of life are apprehended in their 
full significance. Faith is that supreme 
energy by which the soul attaches itself 
in vital union to God. As Horace Bush- 
nell says, “It is a transaction, it is the 
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trusting of one’s being to a Being, there to 
be rested, kept, governed, moulded and 
possessed forever.” It is the upward 
gazing of the soul toward God with the 
passion of desire to know him and to do 
his will. “It is that supreme energy by 
which man commits himself to truth. It 
is the look that trustfully without analysis 
receives its object as a whole into the 
soul.’ Dante is pre-eminently the prophet 
of spiritual reality and the example of 
faith that almost passed into vision. “To 
him faith was not the acceptance of 
unproved dogma, but the settled spiritual 
assurance of the soul produced by the 
self-evidencing power of religious truth.” 
Such faith is itself the assurance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things unseen. 
Because one believes that God is and that 
he has a programme for human life as 
well as for the stars and the beasts, there- 
fore he believes that the thing which 
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ought to be must come to pass. Faith in 
himself, in his fellow-men, in the develop- 
ing order of life, rests upon faith in God. 

If this be true, then he who knows most 
is best furnished with faith. The edu- 
cated man ought to be profoundly a 
believer in God, for whatever his depart- 
ment of study he is at once brought into 
touch with that universe of which God is 
the center and the ruler. To know most 
of nature is to have most abundant proof 
of the presence of God. The scientist 
should be the most reverent of all men, 
for he stands constantly within the range 
of those facts which most eloquently tell 
of divine energy in the world. When- 
ever the scientist is led to disbelief, it is 
because his apparatus has come between 
himself and God. Such an attitude is 
possible, but it is one to cause regret and 
shame. To find oneself in the presence 
of a masterpiece and see no evidence of 
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the master-hand that wrought it is to be 
blind indeed. To listen to the voices of 
nature, and enjoy their marvelous har- 
mony without perceiving that some Power 
has made them to sound in rhythm and 
harmony, is to perceive only effects and 
ignore causes. Science does but half its 
work when it reveals only bodies, shapes 
and appearances. To be blind to the 
realities that lie behind phenomena is to 
be unfortunate in very truth. One does 
not taunt a blind man with his blindness, 
but he feels for him profound compassion. 
To have all knowledge, to understand all 
mysteries, and not to know the secrets of 
the blessed life is to be ignorant indeed. 
The least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. 

The study of history is the method by 
which one learns how God has wrought 
in national life for the slow accomplish- 
ment of his will. All enduring literature 
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is the expression of those powers of 
thought that take strongest hold upon the , 
divine, for only literature that is informed 
by the great passions which religion 
inspires can endure. Science is the study 
of God’s work in nature. Whatever be 
the conclusion as to the method pursued 
in the fashioning of the world, the divine 
presence is manifest at every step. If 
evolution be found to explain best the 
facts of nature, then evolution proves to 
be simply God’s method of working. 
Another side of that divine activity is dis- 
closed in Holy Scripture. Here are the 
revelations of God’s work, not in nature, 
but in human life, and the man of faith is 
the man who accepts the lessons to be 
derived from this volume as from all 
other volumes in the world. But the 
Bible has a value which no other book 
possesses, because it is the record of that 
revelation which God made through an 
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elect race. If the Christian finds that all 
other records are submitted to keen and 
searching criticism, he welcomes the same 
method when applied to the Scriptures, 
for it can only serve to reveal more fully 
the immeasurable solidity of the founda- 
tions of our faith. The Bible comes to 
answer questions which no other book 
considers. Its function is to teach men 
how to know God and how to escape the 
life of which he is not a part. 

The man of faith belongs in a company 
whose companionship is in itself an inspi- 
ration. The men who have seen the 
vision of God, and have told it to their 
fellow-men—these are the souls that have 
become eternal, and this is the victory 
that has overcome the world, even their 
faith. Happily some such men have left 
on record their vision of God. To read 
Isaiah, and Paul, and Augustine, and 
Tauler, and Baxter, and Bunyan, and 
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others of their kind, is to find oneself 
among those to whom the unseen realities 
are the most evident facts of life. Theirs 
is what Carlyle would call the literature 
of power. They have gone upon the holy 
quest like Galahad, and yearning for the 
vision they have overcome sin until at 
last the victory was gained. -To read 
such works is to learn the secret of that 
assurance which withstands depression 
and temptation. It is a blessing beyond 
words to find that there are men among 
us who have seen the vision of the 
divine, and who reveal it in their lives. 
Happy is he who touches lives like this. 
Happier still is he who gains the vision 
for himself. 
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III 
THE ENTHUSIASM OF FAITH 


HEN faith becomes a resident 
quality of life it produces its 
own results in character. It is 
the possession of the qualities 

which faith brings that makes the 

rounded and complete life. The first of 
these elements is enthusiasm. A man 
who possesses faith in himself and in God 
will be an optimist. His optimism will 
not be of the unreasoning sort that dis- 
regards the fact of evil in the world, and 
blindly asserts the happy outcome of all 
things, but it will be a reasonable and 
tempered optimism, such as will save him 
from a negative and purposeless life, and 
will lead him to an enthusiastic participa- 
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tion in enterprises which promise effective 
usefulness. Most of all will life be 
charged with abiding enthusiasm if the 
man of faith is also a man of knowledge. 

The scholar ought to be the most 
active and useful individual in society. 
It is often charged reproachfully that the 
man of learning is the most indifferent of 
all members of society to the demands of 
the world upon his sympathy and effort, 
that he is proverbially reluctant to engage 
in the tasks which shall benefit the social 
order, that: his studies have unfitted him 
for active participation in the world’s 
work, and that his abilities, whatever they 
may be, count for nothing in the struggle 
which men are making with the forces of 
evil around them. 

It must be confessed that frequently 
the attitude of the man of academic life 
gives ground for this statement. No 
doubt there are numbers of such who 
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decline all co-operation in the work of 
social redemption, whose attitude is that 
of the recluse preferring the quiet leisure 
of his books to the more difficult encoun- 
ters of the marketplace and the public 
assembly. It is often said, and not with- 
out reason, that the most difficult man to 
enlist in the work of social advancement 
is the university man, whose wider knowl- 
edge has given him the ability to see that 
there are two sides to most questions, 
and whose tastes lead him away from the 
activities of a career that is devoted to 
the betterment of the rest of mankind. 
He prefers to contribute his share by the 
small additions which he can make to the 
body of scientifically ascertained truth, 
and contents himself with casual obser- 
vations upon the passing pageant of the 
world. 

It may be conceded that this is the type 
of scholar once regarded as well-nigh 
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universal, and still surviving, now and 
then, especially in connection with great 
educational foundations where leisure 
permits uninterrupted intercourse with a 
world removed from human struggle and 
sin, a region where abides 
The past’s incalculable hoard, 
Treasured in cloistered halls, with scutcheons 
old; 


Seclusions ivy-hushed, and pavements sweet 
With immemorial lisp of musing feet. 


But on the other hand it ought to be 
asserted that the new generation of 
scholars takes a keener interest in public 
affairs than any that preceded it. No 
truly educated man can be indifferent to 
the world’s life and sorrow. He comes to 
realize in increasing degree that his very 
learning is not an end in itself, but the 
means by which he is enabled to assist his 
less resourceful fellow-men. The scholar 
cannot longer be a recluse, but must 
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become the leader and helper of man- 
kind. He, more than other men, is capa- 
ble of seeing that the evolutionary process 
means the gradual overthrow of the evil 
in the world, whether that evil is moral or 
industrial or political, and that it is the 
business of all the sons of God to co-oper- 
ate in the heroic enterprise of achieving 
this result. Jesus asserted that his Father 
was always working, and the scholar is 
bound to believe that God is working 
to-day for the accomplishment of his 
ends in human life. If it is hard to inter- 
est such a man as this in the civic and 
social reforms of the time, it is only 
because his scholarship is partial and im- 
mature. No true learning ever takes a 
man away from sympathy with his fellow- 
men. It is but an incomplete learning 
that does this. The world needs educated 
men for its leaders in social betterment, 
and it is a cause of great satisfaction that 
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the men who are the world’s scholars in 
the various fields of classified knowledge 
are becoming more fully interested in the 
public good, and are devoting much of 
their time to the promotion of these high 
and holy purposes. No man has the right 
to call himself a scholar who is not filled 
with the love of knowledge, not for its 
own sake, but for the sake of its results in 
human life. The passion for righteous- 
ness must go hand in hand with the passion 
for learning. It is the educated man who 
has the arm strong enough to wield the 
bow of Ulysses. He alone knows the 
Ariadne clue to truth. Knowledge of 
the history of social experiments will save 
his less informed brethren many useless 
and hopeless attempts. Like Galahad 
he must go forth armed to fight not his 
own battle alone but that of his fellow- 
men. The man of faith is always the 
man of enthusiasm and optimism. He 


36 


THE ENTHUSIASM OF FAITH 


knows that victory and not defeat is 
before him, and in the strength of this 
confidence he goes forward to the final 


conquest of evil. 
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IV 


COURAGE THE FRUIT OF FAITH 


HE second quality resulting from 

the possession of faith as a fac- 

N tor in character is courage. One 
of the early tests in the career 

of Sir Galahad, who went forth in quest 
of the Holy Grail, was the conquest of 
the seven deadly sins. These sins, as 
Dante names them in his great vision, are 
pride, envy, anger, sloth, avarice, gluttony 
and lust. They are first to be met in the 
disposition and habits of the knight him- 
self. It is not first the beasts without, but 
the beasts within that one must subdue. 
In those four great zones of sculpture 
which girded the hall of Arthur, there 
were set forth in mystic symbols the suc- 
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cessive steps of man’s conquest of him- 
self. As described by Percivale, 

In the lowest, beasts are slaying men; 
And in the second, men are slaying beasts; 
And in the third are warriors, perfect men; 
And in the fourth are men with growing wings. 

It is this slow and painful triumph of 
the soul over sin which must prepare the 
way for the higher enterprise. One can 
scarcely hope to conquer evils without, 
until he has grappled with those that lie 
within. This requires the highest order 
of courage, 

To leave the low dank thickets of the flesh, 
Where man meets beast and makes his lair 
with him. 

For the man of faith must be the cham- 
pion of all progress. It is his to act the 
part of the knight-errant who redresses 
wrongs and protects the helpless. The 
educated man of our time who possesses 
courage must become a leader in all 
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heroic enterprises that look toward the 
uplifting of the race. He is a St. George, 
who goes forth on a nobler mission than 
any which is sung in legend and story. 
The times in which we live are not less 
romantic and inspiring than the days of 
mail-clad knighthood in the past. The 
man of courage and conviction must be 
the friend of the poor, the strengthener 
of the weak and the protector of the 
defenseless. It is his to right the social 
wrongs of the time, because his must be 
the courage that comes from a clear 
vision of ultimate victory. Heknows that 
the kingdoms of this world must become 
the kingdom of Christ, that in the lexi- 
con of faith there is no such word as fail, 
that all things are possible to him that 
believeth, and that what needs to be done 
can be done in the strength of God. He 
will not undertake rash and foolish enter- 
prises merely for the sake of fighting. 
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He will not try to use weapons of another 
age in meeting the evils of his own. He 
‘will not tilt with windmills in order to 
re-enact the heroisms of an earlier time. 
But on the other hand he will not be mis- 
led by the cry, “Utopian, quixotic,’ when 
some enterprise essential to the welfare 
of the world presents itself. Between the 
practicable and the impracticable the 
man of wisdom and faith must ever 
choose, and there are voices calling him 
in both directions. Fanaticism would 
lead him into impossible and fantastic 
schemes of reform. Conservatism and 
timidity would restrain him from all 
redemptive effort. Faith and courage 
must point the way to duty and success. 
The man of faith knows full well that he 
has a duty to the past. The reforms he 
champions are not children of his day 
alone. Earlier heroes have labored, and 
he must enter into their labors and bring 
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them to success. He dare not be recre- 
ant to the heritage of righteousness which 
comes from the past. The splendid 
deeds of other men, whose lives have 
been dedicated to the advancement of 
the race, lay upon him imperious obli- 
gations to carry forward their efforts. 
To these voices he dare not: refuse to 
listen, lest 

Those baffled and dislaureled ghosts 

Will curse him from the lamentable coasts, 

Where walk the frustrate dead. 

Most of all must it be kept in mind that 
this knightly task is not for a day and one 
great effort, but day by day for life. It 
would be a thing of slighter moment to 
charge into the host of foes in one tre- 
mendous effort and so bring off success. 
It requires far greater courage to keep 
one’s ideals fresh and fair and, pausing 
not, press onward to the goal. Courage 
is not shown in a single spasm of heroism, 
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but in the continued and resolute purpose 
that is not turned aside because of perils 
or by reason of the lengthened road. 
The man of courage is the man of faith, 
and in that faith is victory. 
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V 


HE third quality which issues 


HUMILITY THE GARMENT OF FAITH 
from the possession’ of faith is 
humility. With the normal 


ay 
q): 
growth of the soul there comes 


such a vision of the world’s life and work 
as fills the individual with a deep sense of 


modesty in view of his own small estate 
as compared with the totality of things. 
Humility is the garment of faith. Truth 
is too great to be compassed by a single 
mind. It may be possible for one who is 
largely ignorant to fancy himself compe- 
tent to decide at once upon the issues of 
life. But this is characteristic only of a 
sadly immature stage of culture. The 
greatest scholars of the world have been 
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ready to confess their own limitations. 
Now and then a man appears who seems 
to be possessed of universal knowledge. 
Sir William Jones knew critically eight 
languages, and less perfectly many others. 
He was the linguistic marvel of his time, 
and yet no man has more forcibly ex- 
pressed his estimate of the limitations of 
knowledge than he. Mr. Gladstone con- 
cerned himself not only with statesman- 
ship, to which he gave the best powers of 
a long and serviceable career, but he was 
also profoundly interested in literary and 
scientific studies, discussing learnedly 
questions of criticism as applied to the 
Homeric texts, the results of the newer 
biblical scholarship and the relations of 
science to Christianity. Yet Mr. Glad- 
stone felt himself, if his own utterances 
are to be trusted, to be only a humble 
learner in the school of life. 

If the careers of specialists are to be 
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studied, in whose experiences we should 
expect to find a consciousness of the 
fulfilment of their tasks and pride in 
scholarship, it is surprising to find even 
here the constant confession of limi- 
tation. Kepler, who had given his life 
to the study of astronomical phenom- 
ena, confessed himself at its close to 
be like a child playing along the sea- 
shore, picking up now and then a 
more precious stone than before, while 
the great ocean of truth lay undiscovered 
before him. Agassiz, the foremost biolo- 
gist of his day, who refused what seemed 
most compelling offers to give public lec- 
tures, saying that he had no time to 
make money, the scientist whose work 
laid the foundations for all American bio- 
logical research, pronounced himself to be 
but a beginner in a field where others 
would rapidly outstrip his efforts. And so 
of the other scientists, musicians, artists 
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and seekers after truth. Everywhere 
limitations of knowledge are clearly seen, 
and he who knows most is likely to be the 
most humble in view of the narrow 
boundaries within which he is set. 

Humility comes to all students, if their 
minds be open to the significance of 
things, because they see about them on 
every side scholars more exact and 
learned than themselves. The marvelous 
resources of our age whereby one can 
gain knowledge, render it impossible that 
any single individual should glory over 
his efforts in a field where all may share 
with astonishing equality. 

But humility is bred also by the percep- 
tion of nobler qualities in other natures 
than one has yet learned to possess. It 
does not take any of us long to see that 
there are those about us who have the 
elements of true nobility in a far greater 
degree than we possess them. If the 
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lesson be truly learned it must leave us 
with a humbling sense of our own short- 
comings and the desire to be unassuming, 
sincere and genuine. Where humility is 
absent pride creeps in, and of all the un- 
gracious qualities of human life, pride 
is the least consistent with a fair and 
artistic nature. It is a striking fact that 
Dante, in his vision, puts pride in the 
lowest round of hell as the quality least 
tolerable in a normal character. Even 
lower is it than sins which at first seem 
to outrank it in their results. Not even 
the sins of the flesh which are gross and 
defiling work the havoc wrought by pride. 
Our Saviour declared that the publicans 
and harlots went into the kingdom before 
the proud and arrogant Pharisees. 

It can make but little difference how 
pride expresses itself, or what its roots 
may be. One may be proud of his ances- 
tral line. It is no doubt a fair and honor- 
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able thing to possess the blood of ten 
generations of stout and noble men, but it 
is a fairer thing still to possess the qual- 
ities that made those men the heroes of 
their day. One cannot ponder too 
soberly even in democratic America the 
lesson that 
Kind hearts are more than coronets, 
And simple faith than Norman blood. 

Then, too, wealth is the cause of pride, 
though it would seem that a Christian 
view of the world would indicate at once 
that the only value wealth can have is 
that of serviceableness. Wealth that 
ministers alone to self is as dangerous as 
the treasure belt that drags the ship- 
wrecked mariner to his death. Or it may 
be education which causes pride. The 
very privileges which ought to bring a 
humbling sense of one’s relation to the 
world are often seized upon as grounds 
for superior importance, and pride creeps 
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in with all of its ungracious features. It 
is but a poor and paltry education which 
does not place a man’s abilities at the 
service of his fellow-men. Birth, wealth 
and education are all means to the 
world’s uplifting. Even holiness itself is 
not an end nor a cause of pride. The 
clean hand and pure heart are the instru- 
ments with which one can best serve his 
generation. “Create in me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me,” is the cry of the psalmist; yet it is 
not the cry of one who seeks great 
things for self, but rather that there may 
come the power of redemptive service: 
“Then shall I teach transgressors thy 
ways, and sinners shall be converted unto 
thee. 

Faith is the ability to perceive things 
which are unseen through other senses, 
and such faith brings always a sense of 
lack even where the gifts of life are 
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greatest. A normal nature will have an 
eager yearning after perfection and the 
determination to use all blessings of 
birth, wealth and education in that 
social service of redemption, which is 
the chief task of our generation. This 
purpose is only hindered by pride. 
When Galahad stood in the palace of the 
Fisher-king, whose drowsy court was 
sleeping under the spell of the enchanter, 
he had but to ask the meaning of the 
mystic pageant which passed before him, 
to be able to break the spell and set the 
prisoners free. But pride intervened, and 
in the silence of refusal the moment 
passed away. Only after years of toil 
and struggle was the knight able to 
retrieve the mistake of that unhappy 
hour. Many failures in life spring from 
the same root, and in looking back across 
the pathway one may well cry with New- 
man, 
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I loved to choose and see my path; 


I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will. Remember not past years. 


The proud miss evermore the things they 
seek, and find but friction and irritation 
where life might be quietness and peace. 
There is no victory in pride, but only sad 
and certain defeat. The man of faith is 
the man of humility, and of this quality 
our Lord himself is the fairest example. 
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FOURTH quality which grows 
out of the possession of faith 
as a ruling principle in life is 
self-control. By this is meant 

that discipline of self, which results in 

symmetry of character. This is partic- 
ularly a result of education when that 
term is used in its broadest sense. It isa 
function of the culturing process to bring 
to human nature such balancing of pow- 
ers that the result is harmony of thought 

and action. The possession of poise as a 

characteristic results in such restraint as 

saves a man from hasty judgment and 
action. Immature pronouncements are 
avoided, and reflection is made the ante- 
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cedent of all performance. Life is per- 
haps marred as much by hastiness of 
judgment and rashness of undertaking 
as by any other qualities. A man of 
faith understands that he may take 
time to consider all matters in their 
due proportion. Life is a work of art, 
and unless it be ruled by the qualities of 
self-restraint and balance, it is neither 
safe nor beautiful. In a life which has 
been truly disciplined the qualities of 
courtesy, sympathy, appreciation, gener- 
osity and helpfulness will unceasingly 
appear. Uncharitable words and thoughts 
will have no place. The rash and ungov- 
erned life fails because it is led into 
extremes from which a true judgment 
and a nobler self-restraint would have 
saved it. The ungoverned temper, the 
unloosed tongue, the uncharitable opinion 
and the unsympathetic deed are all im- 
possible to a man who has learned the art 
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of living a poised and balanced life. He 
will be saved from the danger of half- 
formed opinions, while he will not be 
limited in the enthusiastic performance of 
accepted tasks. 

Still another quality of such a life is 
joy. This isa characteristic of God. The 
joy of creative work, the joy of artistic 
excellence, the joy of redemptive effort 
are all his, and may become ours in the 
due measure of our likeness to him. The 
life of Christ is the most conspicuous ex- 
ample of the life of joy. Any portrayal 
of that life which makes it sad and de- 
pressed does it vast discredit. The joy of 
constant service, the joy which issued in 
that cry, “My meat and drink is to do the 
will of him that sent me and to finish his 
work,” is the best proof of the happiness 
which Jesus felt in his allotted task. Joy 
is not something acquired as the result of 
effort, but is the quality that abides in the 


ie 


THE RULING QUALITY 


effort it makes to accomplish an enter- 
prise which is really worth while; and it 
ascends from one level of excellence to 
another until all life becomes radiant 
with the satisfaction of a divinely given 
work in which all the powers of being are 
gratefully employed. 

This joy is not the result of carelessness 
such as renders one indifferent to the 
highest things. It is rather the result of 
such faith as confirms the soul in its 
assurance of a rewarding and happy out- 
come. Nor is joy inconsistent with an 
alertness that guards against every enemy 
of character. That is a significant scene 
in Milton’s great poem, in which the youth 
of heaven are pictured as engaging in 
athletic sports upon the celestial plains, 
while above on the walls are hung the 
spears and shields of their heavenly war- 
fare, that they may be ready at a 
moment’s notice for sterner conflicts. 
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The possession of this quality of joy is 
itself the token of likeness to God, for it 
is but a reflection of his own pleasure in 
his work, and it thus becomes one of the 
inspirations of Christian effort. “The 
joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
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LOVE THE SUPREME EXCELLENCE 
e UT above all other things, faith 


issues in love as the best of all 
the virtues of the Christian 
life. Sir Galahad went forth 
upon his knightly career clothed all 
in red which is the color of life, of love 
and of sacrifice. He who believes most 
firmly has the greatest capacity for love, 
and when the object of his love is the 
divine perfection, no room is left for 


any dishonoring or inconsistent passion. 
Love is affection linked with willingness 
to. suffer for the beloved. Jt is thus 4 
means whereby the life is purified. The 
Christian nature, fixed in its faith in God, 
and in its pure affection for the radiant 
loveliness of Christ, is inaccessible to vul- 
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gar and dishonoring attachments. It 
yields no soil for the growth of noxious 
weeds. Victor Hugo well exclaims, “The 
heart becomes heroic through passion. 
It is no longer composed of anything but 
what is pure; it no longer rests upon any- 
thing but what is elevated and great. 
An unworthy thought can no more spring 
up in it than a nettle upon a glacier. The 
soul lofty and serene, inaccessible to com- 
mon passions and common emotions, ris- 
ing above the clouds and the shadows of 
this world, its follies, its falsehoods, its 
hates, its vanities, its miseries, inhabits 
the blue of the skies, and only feels the 
deep and subterranean commotions of 
destiny, as the summit of the mountain 
feels the quaking of the earth.” 

Love enlists all powers in the service of 
the loved one. No territory of the soul 
remains unpossessed, no forces unspent 
in the service. It is as well the secret of 
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fearlessness and success. “Perfect love 
casteth out fear.”’ Worry and apprehen- 
sion vanish at the coming of perfect love, 
and wherever these linger the love has 
not yet become perfect. In this fact lies 
the secret of a new vitality even in the 
physical life. One who does not worry 
about himself, and has only love for his 
fellow-men, has come near to the secret 
of an unclouded and a lengthened life. 
Love reaches its best estate when the 
object is the Highest. The love of God 
sanctions and beautifies all other love, and 
none that is inconsistent with this can find 
a satisfying or lasting estate in human 
experience. With love for God comes 
love for man, for no one is likely to love 
God who does not love his fellow-men. 
Sympathy for all, and a true assessment of 
the value of human life, are qualities 
of the loving soul. Beyond all eloquence 
of tongues, all competence of knowledge, 
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all gifts of prophecy, and all bestowments 
of kindness, this love abides, and to have 
it fixed upon an object as high as it is 
enduring, is the only means of permanent 
happiness. 
Ay, and when Prophecy her tale hath finished, 
Knowledge hath withered from the trembling 
tongue, 
Love shall survive and Love be undiminished, 
Love be imperishable, Love be young. 


Love is the secret of power and victory. 
It is the force by which life becomes reso- 
lute and conquering. With its departure 
courage fails and strength is lost. 


The night hath a thousand eyes 
And the day but one, 

Yet the light of the whole world dies 
With the dying sun. 

The mind hath a thousand eyes 
And the heart but one, 

Yet the light of a whole life dies 
When love is done. 


Upon the background of all our mod- 
ern thought are painted two great stories, 
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with many colors and by many hands. 
The one is the Nibelungenlied, a story 
Germanic and pagan inits character. On 
the other side is the Arthurian cycle, 
which is Anglo-Saxon and Christian. 
One represents the gradual downfall and 
disintegration of paganism and its wan- 
ing into darkness; the other is the tri- 
umphant grappling of Christianity with 
the forces of beasts and heathen and its 
ultimate possession of the field. In these 
two stories is well illustrated, by contrast, 
the place of faith in history and the 
victorious life, the secret of prevailing 
strength. In these legends the dreams of 
paganism vanish with the breaking of the 
morning light of truth, and the waning of 
the gods is but the prelude to the rising 
of the Sun of Righteousness with healing 
in his rays. It is faith which is the secret 
of achievement. “Faith is the victory 
that overcomes the world.” 
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